

drove through the White House soutnwesi gaies, as sue 
regularly did on weekdays, to pick up her daughter and some 
of the other children attending the Kennedy White House 
school. 

This day was a little different for her car pool because 
for the first time she was going to take Caroline away too. 

“Agatha and Caroline were best friends— they’re only a 
month in age apart— and Agatha was always going to Caro- 
line’s house to play, to the White House or Camp David or 
wherever. 

“We could never seem to return the hospitality because on 
weekends, the President wanted to be with his children. This 
weekend seemed ideal because the Kennedys were going to be 
away,” Mrs. Pozen said. 

She left the White House, she recalls, with six youngsters. 

See CAROLINE, Page A-6 


Caroline at play in 1963. 


ON WAY TO CHEVY CHASE 

DidCaroline Hear News 
As Car Radio Blared? 

By ROBERTA HORNIG 

Star Staff Writer 

Caroline Kennedy was riding along Rock Creek Parkway ; 
on her way to her first weekend away from home at the 
moment her father was shot to death in Dallas. 

The account of what Caroline, 6, was doing the afternoon 
of President Kennedy’s assassination appears in the second 
installment of Look Magazine’s serialization of William Man- 
chester’s book, “The Death of a President.” 

The President’s daughter, whose whereabouts at the time | 
of the assassination had never been revealed before, was to j 
have spent the weekend in Chevy Chase with one of her 
best friends, Agatha Pozen, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Pozen. Pozen is administrative assistant to Interior Secretary 
Stewart Udall. 

Pozen’s wife, Liz, who had been interviewed by Man- 
chester at dinner here at the Lawyer’s Club last spring, re- 
, peated her story to The Star. It differs slightly from Man- 
chester’s account. 

Around 1:30 p.m. on Nov. 22, 1963, Mrs. Pozen recalls, she ' 


Continued From Page A-l 
Caroline and Agatha sat in the 
last seat of her three-seat black 
Ford station wagon. An un- 
marked Secret Service car, 
driven by ' Agent Tom Wells, 
followed. 

One of- the things she planned 
for entertaining Caroline was to 
take her and Agatha to Lord & 
Taylor’s for tea after dropping 
the other youngsters off. 

As she was driving up Connec- 
ticut Avenue, Mrs. Pozen said, 
the children, all 5 or 6 years old, 
were cross and arguing, appar- 
ently worn out from a long 
school day. 

“I turned on the radio— WGMS 
—because I knew there was 
usually a Broadway show on 
around that time of day, and I 
thought it might keep them 
amused.” 


because he had no orders other- 
wise. 

Mrs. Pozen then drove 12 
blocks farther, to drop off an- 
other girl, Lissa, the daughter of 
U.S. Steel executive Philip 
Wright. 

Just as she was about to drive 
off to the next and last house, 
Wells came to her car door and 
said he had orders to take 
Caroline back to the White 
House. He reached into the car 
for Caroline and told her, 
“Come on Caroline, you have to 
go back to your house,” Mrs. 
Pozen reports. 

“The poor child was standing 
there looking bewildered, hold- 
ing a pink stuffed toy. It was the 
first time she had ever been 
away from home without some 
member of her family or her 
nurse, and she had been excited 
about it.” 


cars, and— as it turned out— with 
reason. 

Manchester describes a 
harrowing chase back to the 
White House for Wells, when a 
motorist, “. . . a burly man in 
his early 50s, wearing a hat and 
what appeared to be a lumber 
jacket . . .” spotted Caroline. 

The motorist, Manchester 
says, “. . . decided to give 
chase, and the agent immediate- 
ly began trying to shake him.” 

Manchester describes the 
frightening trip through Rock 
Creek Parkway, with the un- 
known motorist pursuing Wells, 
bumper-to-bumper and Wells 
skillfully weaving in and out of 
traffic and finally losing the 
pursuer at the parkway’s Vir- 
ginia Avenue exit. 


After switching the radio on, 
she -heard eight words that made 
her "instinctively switch it off. 

The words were “. . . shot in 
the. head and his wife Jacque- 
line . . . .” 

Her first thought, Mrs. Pozen 
said, was that the words were 
part of a play, like Orson 
Welles’ newslike treatment of 
‘.‘War of the Worlds” which 
panicked listeners in the 1930s. 
Her second thought which fol- 
lowed in an instant, was the 
truth— something, she did not 
know what, had happened to 
the President. 

The first thing she did, Mrs. 
Pozen said, was to check Caro- 
line and Agatha through the 
rear view mirror. They were 
behaving naturally. She was 
sure they hadn’t heard. 

Next she looked in the mirror 
to see if she could spot any 
reaction from Agent Wells. She 
got none. She also tried to spot 
passing motorists to see if she 
could glean any reaction from 
them. None she saw showed any 
sign of having heard the news. 

“So I just kept driving,” she 
recalled. In Chevy Chase she 
made her first stop, at the home 
of Washington attorney Mrs. 
James R. Worsley, to drop off 
their two daughters, Nelia and 
Julia. 

Mrs. Worsley, Mrs. Pozen 
said, came outside to greet her 
girls, and “she made eyes at 
me. She knew that something 
was wrong, but we couldn’t say 
anything because of the chil- 
dren.” 

Mrs. Pozen said she walked 
back to Wells’ car and asked 
him what was wrong, and what 
to do. Wells said the President 
had been shot, that he didn’t 
know how badly and that Mrs. 
Pozen might as well go on 


I “Caroline wanted to know 
why. Wells— and I— we both told 
her mother was coming back 
and that she wanted her home.” 
Manchester in his account 
says that Liz Pozen “was even 
more stubborn” about not 
returning Caroline to the White 
House than Wells thought she 
might be. 

Mrs. Pozen acknowledges this. 
“I was standing there arguing 
very foolishly with Mr. Wells,” 
she admits. “My feeling was 
that Caroline would be safer in 
my house than in the White 
House, and that until her mother 
came back, she was better off 
away from all that confusion.” 

No Alternative 

“It’s not my decision. I have 
no alternative,” Mrs. Pozen said 
Wells told her. So she reluctant- 
ly gave in. 

Manchester’s account says 
Mrs. Pozen, while driving 
Caroline around in her car, 
“recognized one danger: A 
stranger in a passing car, 
hearing the news on his own 
radio, might see Caroline, 
recognize her from her pictures 
and act rashly.” Manchester 
says Mrs. Pozen “peered out 
furtively at . . . drivers.” 

Mrs. Pozen disagrees with this 
description and also denies 
Manchester’s story that her first 
confrontation with the Secret 
Service agent after hearing the 
radio report was at a green light 
on Connecticut Avenue where, 
the author says, both “. . . flung 
open their doors and met be- 
tween the two cars.” She also 
doesn’t remember, she said, 
Caroline telling Wells, “Yes, I 
know what it’s about” when he 
told her she had to return to the 
White House. 

The Manchester account does 
make it clear, however, that 
Wells was worried about passing 


Manchester speculates that 
the man might easily have 
concluded that the President’s 
daughter was being -abducted.! 
Wells, on the other hand, had 1 
no means of determining thej 
motives of his pursuer, who, he: 
thought during those minutes of 
confusion, could be part of a 
coup. 

Mrs. Pozen says that after 
Caroline left the car she still did 
not turn the radio on because of 
Agatha. “I made up a vague 
story of why Caroline had to go 
home,” she reports. 

Rejoins Caroline 
It was a good thing Agatha 
had no hint of -something being 
wrong, Mrs. Pozen continues, 
because shortly after they 
arrived home in Chevy Chase,: 
the White House called and 
asked if Agatha couldn’t return 
there to play with Caroline. 

Another Secret Service ageni 
came to pick up Agatha, who 
then went from the White House 
with Caroline to the Georgetown 
home of Mrs. Kennedy’s mother, 
Mrs. Hugh Auchincloss. Caroline 
and Agatha ate supper at the 
Auchincloss home and, after 
dinner, Agatha was brought 
back to her own home, Mrs. 
Pozen says. 

Up to that time, she says, she 
is sure that Caroline knev 
nothing of the assassination, de- 
spite Manchester’s version. 

Mrs. Pozen -said that she 
never told the story about 
Caroline before talking tc 
Manchester, because she triec 
to be discreet in her White 
House associations. 

Last spring, she said, a mem- 
ber of Mrs. Kennedy’s staff 
telephoned and told her that 
Mrs. Kennedy had authorized a 
book on the events of the assas- 
sination and asked her to grant 
Manchester an interview. 



